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Mr. Jounson of Colorado, from the Committee on Interstate and 
Foreign Commerce, submitted the following 


REPORT 
{To accompany H. R. 3368] 


The Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, to whom was 
referred the bill (H. R. 3368) providing for the conveyance of the 
Bear Lake Fish Cultural Station to the Fish and Game Commission 
of the State of Utah, having considered the same, report favorably 
thereon without amendment and recommend that the bill do pass. 

This bill would authorize aad direct the Secretary of the Interior 
to transfer to the Fish and Game Commission of the State of Utah 
all interests of the United States in and to the lands and improve- 
ments known as the Bear Lake Fish Cultural Station. 

The land involved (17.76 acres) was donated to the United States 
in 1934 and shortly thereafter the necessary facilities were constructed. 
However, it was discovered that due to an excess of nitrogen in the 
water, it was difficult to rear the fish after they were hatched. Due 
to the lack of funds to provide a deaerating device which would allow 
excess nitrogen gas to escape from the water, active Federal fish cul- 
tural operations were discontinued in 1942, and have not been resumed 
to date. The Utah Fish and Game Commission presently is utilizing 
a portion of the facilities under a cooperative agreement. It is under- 
stood that the State commission desires to use the Bear Lake Station 
primarily as a hatching unit, and that the fish will then be transferred 
to the State’s Logan Station, some 60 miles distant, for rearing and 
subsequent planting in public fishing waters of Utah. In addition, 
the State commission also intends to move various facilities from the 
Bear Lake Station to a more suitable site and rebuild them. These 
actions would be a desirable utilization of the facilities. 

The interests of the United States are protected by the requirement 
in the bill that the Secretary of the Interior may include in the con- 
veyance such conditions as he may deem necessary for that purpose. 
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Public hearings on this legislation were held before a subcommittee 
of the House Committee on Merchant Marine and Fisheries, and it 
passed the House without objection on October 4, 1951. Your com- 
mittee is advised by Representative Granger, author of H. R. 3368, 
that there is no opposition whatsoever to the bill in the State of Utah. 

The enactment of H. R. 3368 is recommended by the Secretary of 
the Interior, whose favorable report is attached for the information of 
the Senate. The Department of Justice, General Accounting Office, 
and the Bureau of the Budget have indicated to your committee that 
they have no objection to the legislation. 

The letter from the Department of the Interior recommending enact- 
ment of this bill is as follows: 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
Washington 25, D. C., November 28, 1951. 
Hon. Epwin C. JOHNSON, 
Chairman, Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce 


United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 

My Dear SENATOR JOHNSON: Reference is made to your request for a report on 
H. R. 3368, a bill providing for the conveyance of the Bear Lake Fish Cultural 
Station to the Fish and Game Commission of the State of Utah. 

I recommend that the proposed legislation be enacted. 

The bill would authorize the Secretary of the Interior to transfer to the Fish and 
Game Commission of the State of Utah all of the interests of the United States in 
and to'the lands and improvements known as the Bear Lake Fish Cultural Station. 
These fish cultural facilities include 17.76 acres of land about 4 miles west of Lake- 
town in Rich County, Utah, on which have been constructed rearing ponds, a 
hatchery building, two residences with detached garages, fuel shed, storage shed, 
and a refrigeration and fish preparation room. 

The land on which the fish cultural station is located was donated to the United 
States on May 10, 1934, and shortly thereafter the facilities described above were 
erected. Due to an excessive amount of nitrogen in the water supply and the 
lay-out of the pond system which prevented removal of the excess quantity of 
this gaseous element, some difficulty has been encountered in the rearing of trout 
in the ponds. There is, however, sufficient fall in the water-supply line to the 
hatchery building to permit the installation of a deaerating device which would 
allow excess nitrogen gas to escape from the water. Because of these factors and 
because of the lack of funds for the complete operation of the Federal hatchery 
system, active fish cultural operations at the Bear Lake Fish Cultural Station 
were discontinued during the latter part of the calendar year of 1942, and have 
not been resumed to date. Actually, the Bear Lake Station never served but a 
rather restricted area in the Federal stocking program, and it is believed that the 
station is more susceptible to satisfactory operation in connection with the State 
fish cultural program. Asa matter of fact, the Utah Fish and Game Commission 
presently is utilizing a portion of the facilities under a cooperative agreement. 

It is understood that the Utah Fish and Game Commission desires the Bea 
Lake station for use primarily as a hatching unit, and that the resulting fish will 
be transferred to the State’s Logan station some 60 miles from the Bear Lake 
station for rearing and subsequent planting in publie fishing waters of Utah. 

Over a period of years it has been the policy of this Department to coordinate 
Federal fish-cultural activities with those of the States with a view to eliminating 
overlapping programs, and thus effecting economies in both the Federal program 
and in the State programs. The transfer of the Bear Lake station to the Utah 
Fish and Game Commission is in line with this policy. 

I have been advised by the Bureau of the Budget that there is nce objection to 
the submission of this report to your committee. 

Sincerely yours, 


’ 


Mastin G. Wuirte, 
Acting Assistant Secretary of the Interior. 
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